The purpose of SCRIPT is to evaluate the eVectiveness of evidence based methods, delivered by trained, regular prenatal care staV who provide services to Medicaid patients. The data in table 2 confirm that the brief counselling methods, combined with a tailored video, were significantly more eVective than the normal informational methods with Medicaid patients. These data are derived from patients entering care at 10 sites throughout the state of Alabama. The intervention methods are delivered routinely to the experimental patients by social workers, nurses, and women, infant, and children nutritionists. All rates are cotinine confirmed, with a baseline for each patient and a follow up for each patient in the third trimester and postpartum.
The future At present, we have considerable insight about how to assist the pregnant smoker in quitting or significantly reducing her exposure (50% reduction of cotinine values) by routinely providing these evidence based methods. To enhance the quality of the programs implemented and increase the possibility that more of the new methods (or variations of existing methods) will prove eVective, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation will sponsor a second round of research studies aimed at reducing tobacco exposure during the prenatal and postpartum period. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, in partnership with the Centers for Disease Control, the Health Resources and Services Administration, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, is also providing a leadership role, under the direction of Tracy Orleans, in moving this area of high priority forward at the national level. In 2000, these partners will lead a national dissemination eVort to integrate evidence based best practice interventions for prenatal smoking cessation into practice. 
